
Arabic

Ijtihad
Exercise of independent
systematic reasoning

Islah Reform

Tajdid Renewal

Hadiths

Traditions of the sayings,
actions, tacit approvals
and descriptions of the
Prophet Muhammad

Sunnah

The practice of the Prophet (and in
some cases His Companions and
their Successors)

Jahili/jahilliyah
Ignorant / period of
ignorance

Jihad

Struggle in the
path of God

Greater: moral

Lesser: military

Shari'a

Lit. path to the watering place and
the watering place itself

The divine law as revealed in the
Qur'an and sunnah and developed
in the secondary and tertiary
sources
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See: Ted Thornton, “Models of Islamic Revivalism,” History of the Middle East Database, 17

 May 2006 <http://www.nmhschool.org/tthornton/revivalism.htm>. 

(Sir) Syed Ahmad Khan Jamal al-Din al-Afghani Muhammad Abduh Rashid Rida 










